A 


PAN E GYRI C, 
SER MON 


IN HONOUR OF 


CHRISTMAS- DAY, 


Almoſt Four TEEN HUNDRED Years old, 
Of 8. N moſt famous FarRHER of the Church, 


CHRYSOSTOM; 


Tranlated from the Greek, and never before BOY 
iſhed in our Language. 
To which is prefixt 


The Lies of the AUTHOR, 


Wherein is that moſt tender and affectionate Speech of 
is MoTHER. 


. 


THE. FIFTH EDITION. 


** „— 0 — 


By. ; the Rev. WILLIAM SCOTT, A. NI. 


Late Scholar of Erox, and TRINIT y COLLEGE Ca MERIDGEF. 
— _w—w__ 


ELON D-0.N:: 
Printed for S. CRowper, G. Ropinson, J. Bw, Book- 


ſellers, Paternoſter-roau; and M. HixGesToN, near Temple- 
bar, without. M DCC LXXV. 


N. B. Between Two and THREE THovsanD Copies of 257. 
admirable Sg R mon have been fold off in the Tyxze former 


Editions. Enter'd at STATION ERS-HALL. J 
D Price only Ox E SHILLING. } 


— —_ A Dea 


At the "Bi Bookſellers may be had 


alſo the Two following SERMONS : 


I. TRE "IIA inſcribed to Sik WiI- 
TLIAM DRAPER. Price One Shilling. 


IT. On TRE Kine's Access10N, dedicated 
to —_ GARRICK. Price Six Pence. 

And UI. Been tes of MARTIAL, &c. 
tranſlated from the Latin, and addreſt to 
THE KING and Queen, NoBILITY, 


| Ciggxoy, and GenTRY. Price only 
| HA Crown, 


Fel 


INSCRIPTION. 


TO THE HONOURABLE SIR STEPHEN THEO- 
DORE JANSSEN, BARONET, CHAMBERLAIN 
OF THE CITY OF LONDON—— WHOSE CHA- 
RACTER IN PRIVATE LIFE, JUSTLY ENTI- 


TLES HIM NO LESS TO THE VALUE AND 
ESTEEM OF EVERY TRUE CHRISTIAN, THAN 
THAT IN PUBLIC, OF EVERY TRUE PATRIOT 
AND CITIZEN, BOTH BEING EQUALLY IN- 
FLUENCED AND CONDUCTED BY THE GE- 
; NUINE SPIRIT OF CHRISTIANITY : Is IN- 
SCRIBED, WITH ALL DUE RESPECT, THE 
FOLLOWING PANEGYRIC OF ST. CHRYSOS- 
TOM, ON THAT MOST BLESSED AND SA- 
CRED DAY OF THE HUMAN REDEMPTION, 
4 © 

MOST OBEDIENT, 


HUMBLE SERVANT, 
February 1775. 
TRE TRANSLATOR. 


A 2 


94 | * 
2 


OF 
gr. CHRYSOSTOM. 


H-E chriſtian name of this learned, 

eloquent, and venerable FATHER of 
the church, was JohN: but he was much 
better known by the ſurname of CHRYS0s- 
TOM, it being his general one. It is com- 
pounded of two Greet words, which mean 
in our language, GOLDEN MOUTH,” and 
was given him on account of the wonderfull 
fluency and ſweetneſs of his Eloguence. He 
was born A. D. 354, at the city of Antioch, 
famous for it's univerſity, (where St. Luke 
himſelf was educated) the metropolis of 
Syria, and of the eaſtern part of the Roman 
empire; it is often mentioned by St. Luke 
in his book of the Acts of the Apoſtles, and 
is remarkable for being the place where our 


Lord's 


1 
Lord's diſciples were firj# called cRIS“̃ 
TIANS. | 
His Parents were conſiderable for their 
birth and quality :—his Father's name was 
SECUNDUS, a great officer and chief com- 
mander of the army in Syria, but died 
foon after CHRVYSOSTOM was born. His 
Mother's-name was SECUNDA, the daughter 
of an honourable family in the city: a moſt 
prudent, grave, chaſte, and pious woman; 
left a widow at fwenty, and ſo continued 
till her death, to the great honour of her 
fex and religion /—Appearing to be a youth 
of very promiſing abilities, his tender mother 
took no ſmall care of his education; ac- 
eordingly he was eommitted to the care of 
maſters in all arts and faculties : nature, it 
ſeems, had more particularly formed him 
for an Orator, and was therefore put to the 
care of LIBANIVUs, the celebrated Profeſſor 
of Eloquente at Antioch. 

In his ſchool he continued a cloſe ſtudent 
ſor ſome time; till being fully prepared, 
he entered upon the practical part of oratory, 
and, for ſome little time, pleaded at the 
Bar : but ſoon growing weary of 74s courſe 
of life, as not agreeing with the ſtrictneſs 
and feverity of his temper, he retired from 
the world, young as he was, and gave him- 
ſelf up entirely to the Holy Scriptures and the 
ſtudy of Divinity, not a little encouraged 
herein by the example of Eyacrivs, his 

Townſman 


Fx 
Townſman and School-fellow, who had for 
fome time before followed the monaſtic or ſo- 
litary way of life; but among all Car vysos- 
TOM $ friends and acquaintance, no one was 
ſo dear and familiar to him as BAS IL; (but 
not he who was ſurnamed St. BAs1L the Great, 
Biſhop of Cæſarea) between him and this 
BAsIL, (whoever he was) there was the 
ſtricteſt and moſt diſintereſted friendſhip that 
could be, ariſing from an uncommon ſimili- 
tude of manners, tempers, ſtudies, and edu- 
cation in the ſame paths of learning: they, 
accordingly, Soth reſolved to retire from the 
world, and ſpend their lives in ſome deſert. 
But CuRYSOSTOM“s Mother, hearing of this 
reſolution, was moſt ſtrangely alarmed at it; 
and taking him, one day, by the hand, led 
him with an air of ſorrow (which ſpoke a 
conſciouſneſs of ſupetiour virtue and dignity 
of ſoul) into her own apartment, where pla- 
cing him by her on the very bed on which 
ſhe had brought him forth, (that what ſhe 
had to fay might make the greater impreſ- 
ſion upon him) ſhe burſt into a flood of tears, 
and, upon recovering herſelf, ſpoke to him 
as follows; * My dear child! ſaid ſhe, it 
vas but a little time (ſo God was pleaſed 
| {I © to order it!) that I had the happineſs to 
enjoy the virtuous and excellent conver- 
ſation of your Father, whoſe death ſoon 
* followed thoſe pains which I endured at 
« your birth: and the fame unſeaſonable 
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« ſtroke made you an or pban, and me a vi- 
« dow, and brought upon me thoſe troubles 
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and miſeries of a widow'd ſtate, which 


none rightly underſtand, but thoſe who 
feel them! for no language can ſufficiently 


repreſent what cares and anxieties neceſ- 
ſarily attend a young woman, as I was, 


newly taken from under her Father's roof, 


and thrown into the midſt of griefs and 
ſorrows, too. big to be borne either by her 
ſtrength, ſex, or years! forc'd ſhe mu/t 
be to contend with, and correct the lazi- 
neſs, and watch the miſcarriages of er- 
vants,—to countermine and prevent the 
baſe counſels, and unnatural, treacherous 
deligns of relations, and divers other 
hardſhips ! — her huſband dies and leaves 
a child F a daughter, it creates to the 
mother no ſmall care, tho' her education 
at home is 4% expenſive and dangerous: 
but F a ſor, it fills her with a thouſand 
cares and fears every day, beſides the ex- 
traordinary expenſe of a liberal education; 
and yet, none of theſe conſiderations 
have ever once prevail'd with me to alter 
my condition, by bringing a ſecond huſ- 
band into your Father's houſe! I have 
moſt gladly endeavour'd to weather all 


the ſtorms and tempeſts of life for your 


ſake; and (thank heaven! for the help of 
the divine grace) have willingly under- 


"ow the hardſhips of this on-/urnace ; 
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it being no ſmall ſupport to me ami 
all theſe ſufferings, t 2 I could, 8 
behold the lively image of my ever-ho- 
noured lord, your deceas'd Father ! nor 
can you lay it to my charge, that I have 
in the leaſt waſted your paternal inheri- 


tance, in my bearing the neceſſities and 


cares of widawhood: (too often the hard 
caſe and fate of orphans /) —no,—l have 
preſerv'd it antouch'd and entire, and yet 
have ſpar d 0 coſt to give you ſuch an 
education, as might raiſe you to a juſt 
eſteem and reputation in the world ; the 
charges of which I have moſt cheerfully 
defray'd, out of my own eſtate, which I 
brought with me as a portion to your Fa- 
ther! Think not, my dear! that I ſay 
this to reproach you far from it! as 
the only kind return which I aſk of you 
for all that I have done, is, that you 
would ot involve me in a ſecond widow- 


hood, nor revive my grief! do but ſtay 


till I am dead ——1 atk no more,. which 
for us, who are already in years, it is 
likely will not be long, as nothing re- 
mains but ' a continual expectation of 
death! When therefore, JI am dead, 
and you have laid my bones by the fide of 
your Father's, then go where-ever you 
will, as there will be no one to hinder 
ou! but while I live, be content that 


one houſe ſhould hold us both! and do 
| B % not 


* Cc 


3.0 
c not ſo far provoke G O D againſt you as 
« thus miſerably to afflict a Mother, who 
„ has not deſerved it at your hands! If you 
« think that you have 7zhis againſt me, 
„ that I have put you upon looking after 
« your worldly affairs, regard not the laws 
of nature but count me as your enemy, 
and an underminer of your happineſs ! — 
„% but—if it ſhall appear, that I have ſo tranſ- 
*« acted all affairs, as that you in the mean 
e time may enjoy the moſt eaſy and undiſ- 
e turbed courſe of life, tho' there was no- 
« thing elſe, yet let 7h:s prevail with you 
to ſtay with me ! for tho' you may pretend 
de that there are Thouſands who love your 
* company; yet there can be 20 one who 
can ſo much miniſter to your eaſe and 
freedom, or to whom your credit and 
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« happineſs can be ſo dear, as it is to ME !''— 


The Tran/lator hopes that he need not 
make the leaſt apology to his readers for 
giving them this moſt tender, pathetic, and 
affectionate ſpeech, which happily had its 
deſired effect; as it may be thought by 
Some, perhaps, a digteſſion from the main 
points of his ſubject: but he ſhould have 
held himſelf utterly inexcuſable, had he 
omitted preſenting to their view one of the 
principal graces of the picture of St. CuRY- 
$28STOM's life, and, on which depended his 
being afterwards fo bright an ornament to 
the Chriſtian Church, 
| About 
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About the year 380 he was ordained Deacon 
by MELeTIus Biſhop of Antioch, in whoſe 
family he had been for three years ;—five 
wp he ſerved at the altar as a Deacon, when 

aving given ſufficient proofs of his great abi- 

lities, and excellent life and converſation, he 
was ordained Preſbyter, or Prieſt: and the 


firſf ſermon he preached was on hat occa- 


ſion, the Biſbop himſelf being preſent: in 
which, he gave no ſmall ſpecimen of his pow- 
ers in Oratory: infomuch that the people 
were ſo charmed with his Sermons both as to 
the excellency of matter, and manner in 
which he delivered them, that the Biep ge- 
nerally committed hat province. to him, 
which he managed with equal modeſty and 
diligence, and to the no lets fatisfaftion and 
happineſs of his crowded congregations. 
About the end of the year 397, Ne- 
TARIUs Biſbop of Conſtantinople died; = 


great conteſts and expectations there were, 
who ſhould ſucceed him in the Imperial See ; 
many candidates and competitors appeared : 
and after all the cabals and ſchemes laid for 
it by very unworthy and improper perſons, 
thro' bribery and ill arts of inſinuation (even 
in Zhg/e early times) to oblige the great men 
at court, to obtain the favour of the Empe- 
ror, CHRYSOSTOM was conſecrated and in- 
throned on February 26, A. D. 398. No 


ſooner was he entered upon his great and ſo- 


lemn Charge, but he applied himſelf moſt 
„ diligentlyß 


NK ] ; 
diligently to reduce the corrupt ſtate of the 
Church at that time, to the ſtrictneſs of it's 
ancient diſcipline, by inſpecting the manners 
both of the Clergy and Laity, and making di- 
-vers neceffary and wholſome regulations. 

This, (as mult naturally be expected) 
alarmed and enraged them fo, as to unite 
againſt him, and openly to traduce and miſ- 
repreſent him to the people : and even where 
there was but the /ea/; ſuſpicion, and that 
ill- grounded too, to improve it into a for- 
mal charge and calumny. But he deſpiſed 
all their malice and artifice, nor was it in 
their power to leſſen his very high eſteem, 
and veneration which the people had for 
him, being infinitely delighted with the 
honeſty of his deſigns, and the excellency 
of his preaching ;z and as they had ſufficient 
reaſons to be convinced, that his life was 
unblameable, zeal impartial, doctrine found, 
and ſermons eloquent: fo they flocked after 
him in great numbers! for even the Pa- 
gans, or Heathens, themſelves, attended 
him, and thereby became converts to Chri- 
ftranity. He was Biſhop of Conſtantinople 
only about nine years and an half, and died 
on September 14, A. D. 407, and in the 54th 
of his age. 

To proceed now to ſome account of his 
Perfon, Temper, Abilities, and Writings. 

He was of ſtature low, —— forehead large 
and full of wrinkles, —his eyes ſunk deep 

inwards, 


11 

inwards, but quick and lively, —his cheeks 
lank and hollow, —beard ſhort and thin, 
It was the look of one who was truly morti- 
fied to the world, —he was naturally cholerc, 
which as it was greatly increaſed by a rigid 
abſtinence, ſo it occaſioned an ancommon 
briſkneſs and activity in his temper, and 
made him boldly attempt and reſolutely con- 
tinue any undertaking, where the Honour of 
Gor and the Intereſts: of RELIGION were 
concerned, The truth and honour of the 
laſt he ſtrenuouſly defended both by his Ae 
and wr7tings againſt the attempts of the Gen- 
tiles, or Heathens, on the one fide, and Hæ- 

retics on the other. | 
The affairs of the Fp:/copal office he moſt 
diligently and faithfully followed, conſtantly 
attended public prayers, preached fre- 
quently, and in /me parts of the year, eſ- 
pecially Lent, every day: and whenever de- 
tained by ſickneſs, he uſed to think this forced 
filence, and abſence from his people, much 
worſe than the diſeaſe itſelf: and no ſooner was 
he reſtored to a tolerable degree of ſtrength, 
but he returned to the pulpit with a kind of 
rejoicing and triumph amongſt his people! 
The irregularities of the C/:7gy of his dioceſe, 
crept in by the negligence of a mild and eaſy 
prædeceſſor, he rebuked ſharply, —his re- 
proofs were ſevere and zmpartial, neither 
tearing or ſparing the Greate/?, nor deſpiſing 
or 


B 
or overlooking the meane/t. The world he 7 
deſpiſed, and rejected all its temptations of J 
riches, honours, or pleaſures. —He declined I 
all church- præferments: and when the great a 
dignity of BisHop of Conſtantinople,” was f 


the Almoner.” His Humility was exemplary Y he, 
in the midſt of all the virtues and graces of F lar, 
his mind, and the honours and dignities | Pa 
which he enjoyed: and as he was a per- of 


fect enemy to all unneceſſary pemp and v. by 
nity, 


forced upon him, he did not take a penny 1 2 
of the large revenues of that church to his il 
own ule, further than what barely ſerved him t 
in his frugal way of life. — His great Cha- wy 
rity was equal, if not ſuperior, to his d 
other virtues. His own paternal inheritance, Ce 
which was very conſiderable, he parted with al 
in his younger days to the uſe of the poor, tn 
and the neceſſities of the church of Antioch: 
and when advanced to the ſee of Conflantino- al 
ple, he took an exact account of its great ap 
revenues, and the expenſes of his family; re 
and whatever could be ſpared from charges te 
abſolutely neceſſary, he ſet apart for pious ſic 
and charitable uſes, founding and endowing pr 
1 a large hoſpital, which he furniſhed with all M 
neceſſary officers and attendents, and provi- BI 
| ded with-all proper accommodations. The M 
i Rich he ſo excited to mercy and liberality, aft 
} and was fo powerfull an advocate for the Y wi 
} Poor, that he was commonly called, © Joun Y ani 
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nity, ſo was he to the very appearance of 
flattery and applauſe; for when the people 


received his eloquent ſermons with ſhouts 


and acclamations, (as they very often did, 


from the humour of that and foregoing 


ages) he endeavoured to ſtop them, by tell- 


ing them with a ſtern, ſevere look, „That 
this was turning the Church into a Theatre — 
That he utterly diſliked a, /ach commen- 
dations, —and “ that the % praiſe they 
could give him, was to do as he taught them; 
and not to applaud his ſermons, but to prac- 
tice them.” | 

Nature had enriched him with very great 
abilities and endowments ; a clear and quick 
apprehenſion, an acute and ſolid reaſoning, 
ready- invention, and all theſe happily at- 
tended with a volubility and eaſe of expreſ- 
ſion: his Extempore orations are ſufficient 
proofs of this. He ſtudyed Divinity under 
MELETIUSs Biſbop of Antioch, and Eusk- 
Bius and DiopoRus, who governed the 
Monaſteries in thoſe parts, and were both 
afterwards Biſbops. He applyed himſelf 
with great attention and diligence to read 
and underſtand the Holy Scriptures, which 
he, afterwards, ſo excellently explained at 
large; and was particularly fond of Sz. 
Paul's Epiſtles, which he ſeldom laid out 
of his hands; and indeed there ſeems to be 
by his writings a molt ſtrong likeneſs of Ve- 


mus 


1 
nius and Temper between that great Apoſile 
and our excellent Præœlate. He gave him- 
ſelf up almoſt wholly to preaching and in- 


88 


ſtructing others: a province which he ma- ; 
naged with that clearneſs and force, freedom ] 
and ſmartneſs, and yet with that temper and 
fweetneſs, that in the whole train of the Fa- i 
thers and Writers of the Church, none ex- 
celled him, and but few equalled ! | 
The Holy Scriptures he expounded eaſily, 0 
becauſe naturally, and in their plain, literal 7 
ſenſe: an happy talent, almoſt peculiar to n 
8 himſelf: the chief taſte (or rather folly and C 
abturdity) of thoſe ages, being to extort tl 
and wire-draw Scripture into Allegory, make a, 
witty alluſions, and pick out myſtical and el 
far-fetched expofitions, which were never af 
intended, and when found out, ſerved to . 
very little or no purpoſe at all;— in all his Pe 
expoſitory Homilies, he takes the plain ſenſe el 
that naturally offers itſelf; which he opens tic 
and illuſtrates with ſome ſhort and pithy en 
remarks, and then concludes with ſome ge- th 
neral exhortation of great advantage to his pl. 
Audience. He reproved vice with great im- of 
partiality and ſeverity, and yet conveyed his co 
reproofs with that ſweetneſs and tenderneſs, ric 
and thoſe ſoft inſinuations, that they eaſily m. 
made their way into the minds of his hear- 18 
ers; and even the moſt obſtinate offenders an 


could not but kiſs the hand which chaſtized Juc 


them, 


r 
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them, his diſcourſes at once adminiſtring both 
profit and delight. — FAGOD 

Though he was maſter of a great deal of 
acquired learning, yet he made no ſhew or 
parade of it: and it adds not a little to the 
fame of his great learning, that he formed 
ſo many excellent men, who were his ſcho- 
lars, and afterwards Biſbops; men, famous 
both for the contemplative and practical part 
of Chriſtianity !—The vein of oratory, which 
ran through him in the ſchool of his great 
maſter, LIBANIUS, diffuſed itſelf into the 
Church where he employed it to the uſe of 
the preſent, and the admiration of all Future 
ages! his ſtyle is clear, chaſte, eaſy, and 
elegant : his conceptions flow in the moſt 
apt, familiar, and eaſy expreſſions, though 
whenever his arguments require it, or leiſure 
permitted, he could ſhew a fine diſplay of 
eloquence ; witneſs his elaborate compoſi- 
tions while he was at Antwmch, where he 
enjoyed eaſe, and more calm and retired 
thoughts, than he did afterwards. His ex- 
planations of Scripture, and of the rites 
of the venerable ſacraments, his moral diſ- 
courſes and exhortations, and his panegy- 
rics in celebration of the memory of the holy 
martyrs and fathers, are admirable! and it 
is this which has endeared him to 7ho/e ages, 
and has ſince rendered him venerable to all 
ſucceeding ones! 


C His 


[ xvii } 
His books and diſcourſes, whether penned 
by Himſelſ, or diftated by him to his Ama- 
nuenſes, are as numerous as they are excel- 
lent ; and notwithſtanding the injuries of 
Time, which has robbed us of many others, 
yet there are ſtill extant more of his wri- 
tings, than any uo of the Greek fathers put 
together ! beſides, there are ſeveral volumes 
of very doubtfull authority, and ſeveral more 
ſuppoſititious, and conſequently falſely aſcrib- 
ed to him. | 
Thus has the Tranſlator endeavoured to 
lay before his Readers for their amuſement 
and edification, the moſt material paſſages 
of this great Pralate's life, that beſt con- 
fiſted with the plan of his deſign ; he has 
only juſt to obſerve to them, That the 
fame and excellency of his Lie and Writings 
raiſed up (ſuch is the fate of many good and 
holy men! Gop's providence being fo 
pleaſed to permit theſe things) many great 
and powerfull adverſaries againſt him! “ for 
he was not only, for ſome conſiderable time, 
depoſed from his Biſhoprick, but alſo moſt 
fadly harraſſed about, perſecuted, and very 
often his life in great zeopardy ! However, 
about Fhirty years after his death, which 
happened at a place called Comana in Cappa- 
docia, his memory in the mean time having 


been held in great eſteem, by an anniverſary | 


day kept in honour of it; PRocLus, his 
; 6 Succeſſor, 


„ 

Succeſſor in the ſee of Conſtantinople, pro- 
nounced a Panegyric upon him, which fo 
affected and inflamed his Audience, that they 
beſought him forthwith to intercede with 
the Emperor, that St. CHRYSOSTOM's re- 
mains might be brought home (1. e. to Con- 
ſtantinople) with ſuch a funeral pomp and 
ſolemnity as was ſuitable to the merits of fo 
great a Perſon ! — 

Theodaſius the Younger was then war al : 
a Prince of incomparable ſweetneſs and 
piety, to whom CuRyYs0sTOM was God-fa- 
ther : and with that argument among others, 
PRocL us urged him: the petition was ſoon 


granted, and Perſons of quality were ſent by 


the Emperor to Comana, who took up the 
coftin, which they carried to the ſea- ſide, 
where the Emperor's galley was ready to re- 
ceive it, attended with ſuch a number of 
veſſels and boats, that the ſea ſeemed to 
be covered with them ! when the galley ar- 
rived at the city of Conſtantinople, they firſt 
placed the coffin in the church of St. Tho- 
mas, afterwards removed it to that of St, 
Eirene, from whence being attended with 
vaſt crowds of people, and all poſſible de- 
monſtrations of pomp and honour, it was, 
in the Emperor's own chariot, carried to the 
place deligned for it's repoſe, ©** the Church 
* of the Apoſtles.” Here the good Emperor, 


accompanied by his ſiſters, 52 of ex- 


emplary piety and devotion !) came to the 
C4 coffin, 


1 


coffin, in which were St. CHRVSOSTOM's 


remains: and covering it with his 1mperial 


cloak, bowed down in veneration of it, and 
heavily lamented the wrongs which had been 
done to the good and holy man ! the divine 
offices being completed, They proceeded to 
his interment at the foot of the Communion- 
table, the Biſhops, who were preſent, help- 
ing the coffin into the grave with their own 
hands. This ceremony was performed on 
January the 27th, A. D. 438, and was, for 
ſeveral ages after, kept ſacred to his me- 
mory! 

Thus, after all the envy and malice 
of men againſt him; ** Gop brought forth 
his righteouſneſs as the light, and his judg- 
ment as the noon-day ;” and ſhewed, That 
however oppreſſed and perſecuted for a while 
Good men may be:“ yet, © the memory of 
THE. JUST ſhall be bleſt, and his name ſhall 
be had in eyerlaſting remembrance !”- 


ADVER- 


11 7 


A DVERTISEME N IT 


TO THE 


E A D E N 


HE Tranſlator, ſuppoſing that ſome 
account of St, CHRYSsOS TOM might 
be agreeable to his readers, has, accordingly, 
prefixed a ſhort extract of his life, ſelected 


from Dr. CAvz's well-known book of the 


lives of the Apoſtles and Primitive Fathers, 


conſiſting of /uch particulars as he judged to 
be moſt entertaining as well as edifying.— 
He thinks it proper to inform his Learned 
Readers (if this rranſlation of his ſhould have 
the honour to fall into zherr hands) that it is 
collected from four of his Panegyrics, or 
& Sermons in honour of” Chrijlmas- Day, in 
the Sth and 7th volumes of his works, the 
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Eton Edition by Sir Henry Saville ; but the beſt 
Edition is the famous Benedictine one, by Fa- 
ther Bernard Mont faucon, the great Antiquary. 
— How far his tranſſation anſwers to the origi- 
nal, is ſubmitted to their ſuperiour judgment! 
he can only aſſure his Engliſb Readers that 
it is faithfully and honeſtly tranſlated ! 
' obſerving at the ſame time, by way of 
caution, that all thoſe words which they 
meet with in the Sermon included in hooks 
as thus [] are not in the Greek, but only 
added by him, by way of explanation, to 
make the Sermon the more eaſily underſtood 
by Them. He would only obſerve one thing 
more, which 1s, that if They will read it 
with as much pleaſure and ſatisfaction as He 
had in tranſlating it, They will think neither 
their money or time z//-beſtowed upon it;: — 
but if They would not only underſtand, but 
alſo enjoy the beautics of it, They muſt read 
it more than one or #wice,——and he will 
anſwer for it, that the oftener it is read, the 
more it will be admired ! for like the hand 


of a great maſter in Painting or Poetry, it firſt 


aſtoniſhes and ſurprizes, and then charms and 
delights you ! and, therefore, whoever has the 


leaſt pretenſions to Tofe, and much more, 
4 any L 
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any veneration or reſpe# at all for that moſt 
ſacred and bleſſed NAME, by whoſe merits 
and mediation he hopes one day to be ſaved : 
will glory and rejoice, to have in his poſ- 
ſeſſion a SERMON written and preached ſo 
ſoon after our Saviour's time, when the flame 
of piety burned up in ſuch a manner, as 
we, in theſe degenerate times, are afraid 
or aſhamed to behold ! and which, not only 
does honour to the School of Eloguence, but alſo 
to CHRISTIANITY itſelf! 
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ANECDOTE. 


HEWING, that the *wenty-fifth of 

I December was always held as the anni- 
verſary- day of OUR BLESSED LoRD's nati- 
vity from the earlieſt ages of the Chriſtian 
Church; and a late objection to it, an- 
ſwered. 
The Eaftern, or Greek church of Aja, 
had it from the Weſtern, or that of Rome: 
and in the menology (or monthly account of 
tranſactions) of the Greeþ church for the 
month of December, are the following moſt 
remarkable words, E, Ty stud TepTTh 
(u avrs (paves) 1 v TaAPKG YEVIIGIS 
TOT KTPIOT HMQN OEOY KAI >30- 
THPOE IHEOY XPIETOY ;” that is, On 
« the twenty. fifth (day) of that, or the ſame 
„ (month) was the birth according to the 
&« fleſh of ouR LORD GOD AND SAVIOUR 
„ JesUs CHRIST.“ And again, it has 
6 the following paſſage (which, by the way, 


4 js a fine Hexameter verie) 


Iapbevan Magn OEON e YEURTS TMEUTTIo 


that 


at 


Cow] 


that is, The Virgin Mary brought forth 
« Gor (ouR SAVIOUR) on the #wenty-fifth 
(Day of December.) — 

But to this it has been of late objected, 
„ That the Shepherds, as appears from St. 
Luke, chap. ii. ver. 8. could not be well iu 
the fields watching their flocks by night at 
bat time of the year. - But why not, in ſo 
warm and temperate a climate as that of 
Bethlehem ? for though in Tals, according 
to the præcepts of huſbandry (ſee Virgil's 3d 
Georgic — Columella, book vii. chap. 4, 
and Varro, book u. chap. 2.) They kept, in 
winter, their ſheep in cozes, rather than in 
the fields ; yet they had their winter-feedings 
abroad alſo——and as the climate of Berh/e- 
hem is much %% latitude than that of Rome, 
it muſt have been, therefore, ſo much the 
more temperate ; and even in our own cli- 
mate, which is much colder than either, 
how often are /hrep, &c, abroad all night at 
that time of the year! 
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I Ep. Tim. Chap. iii. and part of the 
laſt verſe. 


And, without controverſy, . great is 
the myſtery of Godlineſs ! GOD 
was manifeſted in the fleſh ! 


INTRODUCTION. 


8 J have been, for ſome conſiderable 
time paſt, much more at leiſure from 

the duties of my Profeſlon, than was in the 
leaſt agreeable to me, I thought I could not 
ſpend a few days of it ſo well, as by preſent- 
ing you with the following DIscouRsE on 
the ſacred and ſolemn Feſtival of our. Bleſſed 
Lord's NATIvIir , commonly called CurIsT- 
MAS-DAY. — I have been tranſlating it from 
the Greek language into ours: and have xow 
publiſhed it from the Preſs as well as the 
D 2 Pulpit, 
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Pulpit, in order to give You, and Others, the 
better opportunity to judge of its great ex- 
cellence in private, which you could not, 
perhaps, do ſo well, by only hearing it in 
public; and, as it is uo? my own, originally, 
I can, with the greater pleaſure, becauſe with 
the greater ſafety, in being free even from 
the ſuſpicion of vanity, ſpeak in its great 
praiſe ! 5 | 


It is one of the fr Sermons, as to Time, 
and the very firſt, as to Eloquence and Oratory, 
that was ever written, preached, and pub- 
liſhed in the world upon this great and ſacred 
pay ! The Author of it was St. CHRyYs0s- 
TOM, (whoſe Life is prefixt to the Sermon) 
the moſt celebrated preacher in the world at 
that time, which is zo almoſt FoOURTEEN 
HUNDRED years ago! and is the Author alſo 
of that ſhort, but excellent, Prayer, at the 
end of our Morning and Evening-Service- 
The very noble, beautifull, and exalted 


thoughts (to a degree of rapture J) contained 


in this Sermon, are ſuch, as We are ſtrangers 
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to, in heſe degenerate and corrupted times! 


and, therefore, to underſtand and enjoy them 
the better, I would earneſtly recommend 
them to your frequent and attentive peruſal, 
and ſerious conſideration in private, when 


you are retired from the Si and pleaſures 


of the world !— | 
Some of his thoughts, indeed, are expreſt 


in ſuch ſtrong and glowing colours, as, at 
firſt, dazzle the eyes of our underſtanding ! 


but when we look upon our bleſſed Lord in 
both lights, (which we always /hould do) as 
GOD and MAN, all theſe colours are fo 
mellowed and ſoftened, as ſufficiently prove 
the hand of a Great Maſter, and appear the 
fineſt beautres in the picture] But however, I 
will no longer detain you from the pleaſure 
of this excellent and uncommon Diſcourſe by 
any further Preface or Introduction; hear its 
and judge for yourſelves! I will only juſt 
mention the Text once more, and then di- 
rectly proceed to the Sermon. 
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And, without controverſy, great is 
the myſtery of Godlineſs! GOD 
was manifeſted in the fleſh ! 


HE Patriarchs of old travailed in 
ain, [i. e. in ſearch after this won- 

derfull myſtery] the Prophets ſpoke of [it] 
before, and the Fu/? earneſtly deſired to ſee 
ſit ]. Theſe things are now] come to paſs : 
and this day hath obtained the end. GOD 
is both ſeen on earth through the Ze, and 
is converſant with men ! let Us, therefore, 
my beloved, rejoice, and be exceeding glad! 
for if [St.] Fohn, ** while he was yet in his 
mother's womb, leaped for joy, when Mary 
came to Elizabeth,” [as St. Luke tells us] 
how much more ought Ve, who have ſeen 
not Mary, but ouR SAviouR himſelf, born as 
on this day, to leap for joy, and be ex- 
ceeding glad!“ to marvel, and be ſtruck at 
every ſenſe of the ſovereign greatneſs of hic 


diſpen- 


—— — — 


* 1 
diſpenſation ! for conſider how great a thing 
it was, [as at firſt], to ſee the ſun deſcend- 
ing from the heavens, abiding upon the 
earth, and ſending from hence its rays upon 
all! Now, if at the ſenſe of this luminary, 
it has happened ſo to ſtrike all who have ſeen 
it: let me conſider now and think, how 
great a thing it is to ſee “the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs” of our own fleſh, ſending his rays, 
and enlightening our ſouls ! 

This, of all feſtivals; is become general 
with us, and hath filled the world with glad- 
neſs ! This feaſt is the ſummit of all good 
things! the fountain and root of good things 
among us! by which, Heaven is opened! 
the Spirit is ſent down! the partition-wall 
is taken away! the hedge is broken down! 
things at variance are united! the darkneſs 
[of Heatheniſm] is extinguiſhed! the /;gh# 
of the Gofpe!] hath fhined ! Heaven 
hath received that nature which was from 
Earth! Earth, vim *© that ſitteth upon the 
cherubims !” the Bond are become Free ! Ene- 
mies, ' SONS | and Strangers, HEIRS! by it, 
envious Age and a long Jar is diffolyed ; and 
Peace, which, of old, has been ſo much de- 
fired both by angels and juſt men, is now 
come among us! Thus St.] Paul ſaying, cries 
out (Eph. ii. 14.) © Chriſt is our Peace, who 
hath made both of one, and hath broke 
down-the middle wall of partition, even the 
enmity in his fleſh !”” by it, the converſion - 

* the 


+ 39 1 

the croſs ſtands celebrated and remarkable: as 
alſo the ſpoils of CHRIS our Ning, the firſt- 

fruits of our nature! WY | 
What then has ever been made equal to 
this feſtival ? GOD on Earth! Man in Hea- 
ven! Angels rejoice together with Men Men 
communicate with Angels and other Powers 
on high! Devils flee away! Dearth is diſ- 
ſolved! Paradiſè is opened! the Curſe is va- 
niſhed ! Sin is put at a diſtance ! Error is dri- 
ven away! Truth is returned! and Nature, 
by which the CHerubims kept paradiſe, is this 
day united to GOD! Be not oppreſſed, there- 
fore, [my brethren !] with doubt, hearing 
of theſe things! for it is a thing full of aſto- 
niſhment, and beyond hope and all expecta- 
tion, that GOD ſhould become Man! 
When the ſpring ſhines forth after the 
dreary winter, Zhen does the earth put forth 
the green herb; the trees are made beautifull 
by their flower-bearing branches; the air, 
enlightened by the ſun, is made glad, and 
the whole feathered choir flying above in the 
air, makes it reſound with their melodious 
voices ! then do the Cow-herds and Shepherds 
dwelling in the mountains, and coming forth 
from their cottages, correct their looks by the 
beauty of the air; and by the harmony of 
their various-ſounding pipes rival the chaunt- 
ings of the ſweet-voiced birds ; and gladden- 
ing the ſenſes of the dumb ſheep, draw 
| forth 
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forth the lambs upon the graſs with ſoft and 
gentle motions ! Zhen alſo, does the huſband- 
man, who had ſharpened his pruning-hook 
in his cottage by the rock, go forth into the 
vineyard to prune the unfruitfull branch of 
the vine! then allo, the ſailors who love the 
deep, beholding the ſea, leave the continent, 
and truſting their lives to the ſhip, water, 
and wind, availing themſelves of the winds 
of the ſea, ſcud away without fear ! and, in 
general, (that J may not be tedious) every 

rofeſſion and occupation deſigned among 
men for the ſervice of life, at the ſerenity of 
the air ſhining upon them, has a free motion 
towards carrying on its work. 

Come then, [my brethren] and fince our 
heavenly ſpring, [Cur1sT] is riſen upon us 
from the virgin's womb, and hath diſperſed 
the cold and ſtormy clouds of the Deva, and 
hath awakened the ſleepy hearts of men by his 
divine rays from the fruit of ignorance unto 
heavenly and bleſſed glory, let Us ſharpen our 
underſtanding! But the birth of CuRIST 
ſtops the courſe of my tongue, and attracts 
the glittering Divinity itſelf! for when J 
conſider the wonderfull MysTERY of the 
Birth of CHRIST, I am much perplexed. 
at it! and not finding the manner of it, I 
ſeal it with Faith. For how? Is it not 7ruly 
wonderfull and ſurpaſſing a// underſtanding, 
that a virgin ſhould bring forth, and be a vir- 


in after delivery? 
: l E | Bchold, 


1 

Behold, therefore, a viſible and ixviſtble 
myſtery ? comprehenſible and incomprehen- 
fible ! that may be fe/z, and yet not found! 
for who [by the eye of Faith] hath not 


feen and apprehended both the Child and 


Mother ? and yet, whoever dves fee the Vir- 
gin Mother, and the Babe, a Child of the 
Virgin, findeth a myſtery much perplex- 
ing him! O truly a myſtery ! heavenly 
and earthly! en, and yet doth not ap- 
pear ! for /o great was CUuRISs T, who was 
born this day ! heavenly, as to his ine 
nature, earthly, as to his Human  vilible, 
as to the %; inviſible, as to the ſpirit! 
comprehenſible, as to the body, incompre- 
henſible as to reaſon / but CHRIsT indeed, 
being G OD, is all-powerfull | O Virgin 
Mother, of the virgin Babe! O holy Child 
of the anmarried Mother! O Buſh! which 
Moſes ſaw burning in the Mount, and yet 
not burnt up! O Stone] which Daniel ſaw 
hewn out of the mountain, without the hand 
of man ! but leaving all vain [human] reaſon- 
ings, let us have recourſe to the Divine 
Preachers ! 

« Now fas St. Matthew ſays] when I- 
sus CHRIST was born in Bethlebem of Fu- 
dæa, in the days of Herod the king: — The 
Evangeliſt [here you ſee] particularly points 
out both the place and time; that he who 
believeth not the birth of oux Saviour ac- 
cording to the feſh, having enquired the 
1 place 
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place and time, might find it truly a fact: 
for by conſulting the hiſtorians of the reign 
of Herod, he will find the fine; and the 
place, by-its fignification, at Bethlehem. For 
if, in worldly concerns, Conſuls are deſcribed, 
Months numbered, Days declared, and Cities 
marked out for the exactneſs of things men- 
tioned : how much more ought the exactneſs 
of place and time, when the ſalvation of the 
2whole world is brought forth, to be aſcertain- 
ed to poſterity !-— Thus [St.] Matthew de- 
clares the birth of CHRIS according to the 
#eſh 5 — [St.] Luke alſo, for the exactneſs of 
the time, adds, a taxation that was then irt 
made; — for thus He ſays: — In the 41ſt 
year under Augustus Cafar, a decree went out 
from him, that all the world, i. e. the Ro- 
man empire] ſhould be taxed. And Fo/eph 
went up from Galilee into Judæa, unto a 
city of David, waich is called Bethlehem, 
{becauſe he was of the houſe and lineage of 
David) to be taxed, with Mary his eſpouſed 
wife, being great with child. Now St.] Luke 


£ {you ſee here again] fignifies the fr/# taxa- 

tion that was made: exactly deſcribing alſo 
Fu the time, and bringing the greateſt obſcure 
- Y myſtery to light! for be ſays, © that he was 
e made man at this % and great taxation.” 
ts For when CHRIST was born, and Fleſb, in 
10 ſhort, was made GO D: the Devil caſt out, 
I and Death diſſolved, it became the ſouls of 


he the Juſt, and the names of the Faithfull to be 
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1 
enrolled in the books of Heaven; C ſar 
reigning below, and THE FATHER præſi- 


ding above with the angels! wherefore the 
Lord thus preaching the goſpel to his diſ- 


ciples, ſaid, ** Rejoice not becauſe the De- 
vils are ſubject unto you: but rejoice that 
our names are written in Heaven! 

„% Now ſas. St. Matthew ſays again] when 
Ixsus was born at Bethlehem of Fudza, in 
the days of Herod, behold ! Wiſe Men came 
from the Eaſt, ſaying, «© Where is he that 
is born King of the Jeu, for we have ſeen 
his far in the“ Eaſt, and are come to wor- 
ſhip Him.” Aſtoniſhing ! I am overcome 


with wonders ! I am loſt in contemplations ! 


and my tongue 1s at a loſs what to ſay firſt, 
or what to omit. If I conſider his birth, I 
am ftruck with amazement ! that Before 
« the Child of nature” (ſhould come forth, 


wonders are performed ! for is it not a very 


reat wonder, that a virgin, after ſhe has 


brought forth, ſhould. remain a virgin ? and, 


that the filence of heaven ſhould ſpeak by a 


flar to thoſe who thirſted to ſee Him that 


was born? It ſendeth a far as an attendent, 
and points out the Babe who was ſo earneſtly 


deſired! Thus [you ſee] St.] Matthew men- 


tions the Wiſe Men * came from the Eaſt; 
and I St.] Luke, the angel : for be ſays, And 
there were ſhepherds abiding in the fields, 
and keeping watch over their flock by night : 
and the angel of the Lord appeared unto 


them, 


them, and he glory of the Lord ſhined 
round about them, and they were ſore 
afraid! and the angel ſaid unto them, fear 
not! for behold, I bring you tidings of 
great joy, which ſhall be to all people, for 
there is born to us, this day, in the city of 
David, CHRIS the Lord and there was 
ſuddenly with the Angel, a multitude of the 
heavenly hoſt praiſing GOD and faying : 
glory be to GOD in the higheſt, and on 
earth peace, good-will towards men !” [Thus] 
CHRIST is born! earthly things are joined with 
heavenly : Angels rejoice with Men ! Shepherds 
abide in the fields, and Wie Men worſhip ! 
Heaven carrieth her lamp, (i. e. the Star,) and 
the Earth beareth her pretious fruit to the 
Manger ! Then was fulfilled that which was 
written of the earth, namely, “ Truth is 
ſprung out of the earth!“ For it is truly 
CnR1sT who faith, ** am the Way and 
the Truth” — of the earth, i. e. of the virgin, 
he hath ſprung according to the fe; 


4 but I am inquiſitive, © whence did the ſe 
t Men, who were taught concerning the far, 
uſe it as a guide towards finding out the 


Child after whom they ſought ?” for it was 
11 not, as ſome have fancied, ſaying, it was a 


; planet, or wandering ſtar, and ſo, the wiſe 
d men could not ſeek out the true Child: for 
8, if it was a planet, how could it truly point 
: out CRIS H? for when it came to him, it 
to ſtopped its courſe; [according to St. Matthero] 
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1 
and how did the Viſe Men, if they had not truly 
departed, bring ſuch great offerings to Him of 
their domeſtic labours, ſignifying his Divinity 
and Humanity, and fulfilling that prophecy 
iy the Pſalms] He ſhall live, and unto Him 
all be given of the gold of Arabia!“ nei- 
ther again, as fabulous writers ſay, that 
it was a far which riſeth at every man's 


birth“ nay, it was not even a /tar, but a 


certain zzcomprehenſible power formed for 
this very fight! and this is plain for 1, 
We fee the ſun, moon, and ſtars, retiring 
from eaſt to weſt : but this was carried from 
north to fouth : for ſo does Paleſiine lie to- 
wards Perfia 2dly, That it appeared not 
in the night, but at mid-day, the ſun ſhining ! 

——3dly, | and laſtly] From its appearing and 
diſappearing: for it appeared as far as Pale- 
Aline, leading the Wiſe Men — for when they 
went up to FJeruſalem, it difappeared : then 
again it appeared, after they came out from 
Herod : therefore it was no particular ſtar, 
but a certain Power [beyond] reaſon ! 

But we ought to attend to Scripture, and 
conſider its myſteries—for there was a cer- 
tain prophet, Balaam, whom when the 
king of the Moubites had ſent for to curſe 
J/-ael going out of the land of Egypt upon 
his drawing near to the camp of 1/rae/, and 
had gone up to the top of the mountain, he 
jaw all 1/ ae! ſcattered abroad, and having 
taken up his parable and prophecied, ſaid,” 


« 4 Ser, 


F m1} 


* a 6/ar, ſhall ariſe out of Jacob, and a Man 

ſhall Se raiſed up from Mael, and He ſhall 
deſtroy the princes of Moab, and lead away 
captive the children of Ammon !” theſe Wiſe 
Men, therefore, ariſing from the family of 
Balaam the prophet, having followed Bit 
accounts and prophecies, and having under- 
ſtood, *©* that when a Star ſhall ariſe, a Man 


alſo ſhall be raiſed up,” namely, „the King 


of the Jeus, who not only ſhould deſtroy 
the princes of Moab, but alſo beat as ſmall 
as the duſt, and grind to powder all the 
kingdoms of the Devil according to Daniel, 


They obſerved the ze; and when they had 


feen a ſtrange Star that had aroſe among 
others, they knew it to be Hm who was 
long ago foretold: and when they had follow- 
ed it, and found Him that was born, they re- 
joiced when they had found the event of thoſe 
things which had been prophecied long before. 
But do thou, O diſciple [of CHRIST] at- 
tend to me: [while I tell you] that theſe 
Wiſe Men were types of the Gentiles, or Hea- 
thens, who had been converted from the 
error of ungodlineſs: and though] not led 
by a perfect light, yet they were led fo far by 
the ſplendour of [St.] John's light, as by a 
Star, to CuRIsT, who was brought forth in 
the feſb ; — for let me conſider, —that the 
Star came as far as the Child, and [then] 
ſtopped its courſe ; —for [St.] John allo, by 
his preaching, having ſhined like a Star, _ 
et 


1 | 
ſet forth CRISs T, ſaying, © Behold the lamb 
of GOD ! who taketh away the fins of the 
world!” ſtopped his courſe, ſaying [again] 
« He muſt increaſe. but J muſt decreaſe!“ 
« and when the Wiſe Men came, ſays the 

Evangeliſt, they found the Child and his 
8 Mor ber, and fell down and worſhipped him!“ 
hence, it becomes [all] Thoſe, who, from an 
Heathen life, come to CHRIST, firſt to fall 

from the heighth of their ungodlineſs, and 

ſo, as it were, raiſed from the earth, to con- 

feſs the birth of CHRIST according to the 

fleſh, and then, by turns, to lift up their 

eyes towards his Divinity !-—* And when 

they had opened their treaſures (according 

to St. Matthew) they preſented to Him 

gifts — god, frankincenſe, and myrrh ;” — 

gold, as to a King, —frankimcenſe, as unto 
GOD, —myrrh, as to One who ſuffered for 

us! and CuRIsT received the gifts; not as 
though He needed them, but to help thoſe 

that brought them: for He received the gold, 

to turn Them from the love of money,— 

he received the frankincenſe, to keep Them 
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| 
to purge their deadneſs of ſoul! and, z it MM \ 


q from idolatry, and he received the myrrh, 

L 

1 : 

„ is neceſſary to ſee any other myſtery, let us 

NR learn it diligently ! [as thus they bring 

„ gold, and frankincenſe, and myrrh to Him r. 
that was brought forth, becauſe it was writ- I 


ten of Him, (St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Phi- tt 


lippians) „ to Him every knee ſhall bow, 
8 both 


/ 


4 ) 

both of things in Heaven and things on 
Earth, and of things under the Earth:“ in 
which offerings they prefigured what was to 
come; for by the go/d, they ſignified the 
thankſgiving of the heavenly angels ; by 
the frankincenſe, the falling on. the knee of 
earthly men, —and by the myrrh, the prayer 
for the ſouls. that were detained in Hell, [or 
the grave ;| becauſe it was neceſſary for him 
who came to CHRIST, to be poſſeſſed of 
three virtues of the Divinity, which the 
apoſtle calls (epiſtle to the Corinthians) Faith, 
Hope, [and] Charity !——and when they had 
opened the treaſures of the heart, they of- 
fered Faith, as ſhining gold, — Hope, as frank- 
incenſe of a {ſweet odour, — [and] Charity, 
as myrrh, binding together the members of 
the church. And when They [1. e. he 
Wiſe Men,] were warned of GOD in a 
dream that they ſhould ot return to Herod, 
they departed into their own country by an- 
other way.” — [In like manner | ought [all] 
thoſe who have once become converts to 
CHRIST, not to depart by the footſteps of 
ungodlineſs ; but having exerciſed a pure 
faith and practice, [and] lying hid from the 
Serpent that ſlew Man, to return to the in- 
heritance of CHRIST. 

© The Sun of righteouſneſs” has 75¹ day 


riſen, and revealed Him that was before riſing ! 


I have been redeemed from darkneſs, [may 


the Chriſtian fay] but am] not [able to 
F bear 
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L 42 
bear his rays ! — the light again is brought 
forth to me, though I vaniſh away with fear! 
rejoice at the birth, though I am amaz d 
at the- manner fof it!] I ſee a new fountain 
ſpringing up before [me], and an old wound 
the fan of man] d;/appearing ! I fee a Babe 
bringing forth, and Heaven inclining to the 
adoration of Him! a Parent wir Hour an 
| Huſband! and a Son wir Hour a Father ! 
a Saviour brought forth! and a Star crea- 
ted | an infant wrapt in ſwaddling cloaths, 
and yet bearing [immen/ty about him !] — 
a Manger formed into a Heavenly throne ! 
and Cattle reſembling a repreſentation of 
Cherubims ] a Luminary ſhining ! and a Mi- 
racle ſpeaking! Angels proclaiming before- 
hand! and Shepherds prophecying ! Wise 
Men ſpeaking of divine things! and Pruefts 
fighting againſt GOD! Herod falling ! and 
Death lamenting ! Adam freed ! Eve rejoi- 
cing ! and the Serpent mourning ! Captives 
delivered ! and Tyrants in puniſhment ! a 
Babe abounding with milk ! carried about 
with hands, and yet bearing her that bear- 
eth! the Creation acknowledged! and [all] 
Nature terrified !- | | 

Wherefore I alſo am in an ecſtaſy at the 
miracle, trembling at the myſtery ! [but] I 
will be bold through [the angel] Gabriel, and 
drive away my fear.— The words which [He 
ſpoke] unto Mary, interpreting wonders !— 
for [thus] he ſays, Hail THov that art 
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highly favoured !” „ the ungathered field of 
an Heavenly ear of corn!“ “ the real Virgin 
Mother of the true vine!“ „ the ſafe net of 
the zzzmutable Godhead “ Hail r Hou that 
art highly favoured !” the ſpacious dwelling 
of an immenſe nature! O Bxript of a 
widowed world!“ O birth ꝝndefiled!“ 
* a crown woven without hands in a [well] 
formed creation!“ the holy habitation of 
fire !“ „ the return again of a world from ba- 
niſhment !” „the zexhauſtible treaſury of 
a famiſhed creation!“ f Hou that beareſt 
the trimmed lamp of many virtues!” „ ths 
unextinguiſhed and more ſplendid light of the 
{un !'—* Hail, &c. !” ( the bait of the hook 
that is perceived [only] by the mind!“ O 


intelligible Ar of glory!“ „the golden Pot 


having the Heavenly manna!“ Tnou that 
filleſt the thirſty with the ſweet drink of an 
everlaſting fountain!“ ** the Sea, that hath 
the Heavenly pearl, CyR1sT !'—*< Hail, &c.!” 
& that hath within herſelf God whom the 
Heavens cannot contain!“ & the Cloud, like 
a Pillar, that hath Gop who led 1/-ae/ through 

theWilderneſs !” | 
And what ſhall I [more] ſay, or what 
ſhall I ſpeak ? how do I felicitate the glory 
which contained the whole root] for ¶ indeed] 
without GoD alone, Trou art far above 
all | women !] and ſhe was troubled at the 
ſpeech” [of the angel] ſaying within her- 
ſelf, „ what manner of ſalutation ſhould 
F2 this 
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this be?” or, who is he that [thus] ſaluteth 
me ?”—< He outſhines the /un, and yet diſ- 
courſeth with clay! —I know not what I ſhall 
fay at this awefull viſion! | for] if I under- 
ſtand not Him who is ſent, how ſhall I know 
fthen] Him who ſends! if He who declares 
[this thing] is ſthus] tremendous, how 
much more ſo is He that 7s declared! if hrs 
ſhining hu dazzles my underſtanding, with 
what fort of body ſhall 7 hide the un of 
righteouſneſs”! if the thing created | thus] 
diſturbs me, how ſhall I bear THE CREA“ 
ToR [himfelf!] and] if I am [thus] terrified 
at the Servant, how ſhall J bring forth the 

Maſter !”* | $2 
And the angel faid unto her, “ fear not, 
Mary!“ «© Hou doſt not ſupplant [mankind] 
as Eve thy Mother did] — by Her [came 
death, but by Thee, life immortal I- by Her, 
the fruit of qying, but by Thee, fruit which 
giveth eternal life! by Her, a ſeparation of 
GOD from Men, but by Thee, a wonderfull 
connection between G OD and Man !—by 
Her, a dark ſleep of the grave—but by Thee, a 
ſhining light of the world! — by Her, a 
curſe — but by Thee, a bleſſing! — by Her, 
tears, —but by Thee, rivers of living water! 
—by Her, fatigues, —but by Thee, reſt! — 
by Her, brotherly hatred, — but by Thee, a ge- 
neral love of mankind !—by Her, a DELUGE 
but by Thee, AN OCEAN of IMMORTA= 
LITY !—by Her, murders, but by Thee, rege- 
| neration ! 
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neration by Her, flaughters of animals,. 
but by Thee, a railing of the dead |—by Her, 
the Twelve Tribes hated, —but by Thee, the 
Twelve Apoſtles united together by love! 


ſin a word | by Her, a FALL,—but by T bee, 


A RESURRECTION |'— | 
„Fear not, Mary ! for THou haſt found 
favour with Gor : and behold ! thou ſhalt 
conceive in thy 'womb, + Him, [who is both! 
in THE FATHER and in the feſb !” and 
Thou ſhalt bring forth a ſon older than 
Adam! [or even than} I Myſelf /—higher 
than Heaven ! far above the cherubims! a 
Builder of the worlds ! co-eternal with THE 
FATHER [and THE HOLY| SPIRIT ! by 


| whom are all things!“ —““ and the days 
were accompliſhed (as St. Matthew ſays) 


that ſhe ſhould bring forth; and ſhe brought 
forth her firjt-born fon,” whom Man never 
planted ! Hi. -x 

„ Now when CHRIST, (as St. Matthew 


ſays again) was born in Bethlehem of Judæa, 


behold ! Vie Men came from the a to 


Jeruſalem, ſaying, © where is He that is 
born King of the Jewe? where is He 


that was not ſown, and yet born? who ſent 
his Star before Him! where is He, that by 
a foreign ray drew us to an unknown light! 


who with an zameaſurable hand encompaſſed 


the world with a wall! who appeareth every 
where, and yet is hid in the Ze/p/ who hath 
freed us from Error, and led | us] unto Grace] 
who appeared under the oak among the three 

2 angels 


T1 


angels [to Abraham !] who was not ſeen by 


his] Father, and yet detained by his] Mother! 
who dried up the Red Sea, and watered the 


earth! who ſmote Pharaoh, and was concealed 


from Herod ! who flew the Dragon [i. e. Satan 
or the Devil] and yet was laid in ſwaddling- 
cloaths ! whom Arch-angels ſaw not, and yet 
Men ſee!” ! | e 
' [Wherefore my brethren ! to conclude, 
let us glorify Gop, who is come in the fleſh, 
for ſo great a condeſcenſion! and, as far as e 
are able, let us return Him | all] worthy honour 
and recompenſe; let us not be ungratefull to 
our beſt] Benefactour, but bring to him Faith, 
Hope, Charity, Temperance, Alms, [and] Heſpi- 
tality ! and as I have before exhorted you, ſo I 
do now, and ever ſhall, that as ye are about to 
draw near to this awefull — divine Table, 
and Holy Supper of tbe Lord, ye do it with 
fear and trembling, with a clean conſcience, 
faſting, and prayer! let ws, [I ſay] draw 
near with [Faith and] a contrite Heart, 
that having made our Lord Jeſus Chrijt our 
Propitiation, we may obtain thoſe good things 
which are promiſed us, through hs grace and 
love for mankind !— 


To whom with the Father and the Ho 
Ghoſt, be all glory, power, and honour, bot 


nb and for ever / Amen,— | 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE Tran/lator of this admirable Panz- 
GYRIC on, or SERMON in honour of, 
CHRISTMAS-DAY, preſents his moſt grate- 
full reſpects to the Nobility, Clergy, Gentry, 
and Public in general, and is very much obliged 
for their encouragement of its ſale ſo far as to 
come already to a FOURTH edition.—Accord- 
ingly, Be is preparing for the Preſs this moſt 
famous Fa TurER's PANEGYRICS on, or SER- 
MONs in honour of, the FIVE other great 
days of the Church, to be publiſh'd, ſeparately, 
price oNLY SIX PENCE each: 


II. Goop-FRIDAY, to be inſcrib'd to His 
Grace the Arch-biſhop of Canterbury. 


III. EAasTER-DAY, to the Arch-biſhop of 
York. 


IV. AscgnsoN-DAY, to the Right Reve- 
rend the Lord Biſhop of London. 


V. WnriT-SUNDAY, to the Lord Biſhop of 
Durham. 


And VI. TRINITY-SUNDAY, to the Lord 
Biſhop of Wincheſter. 


N. B. Thoſe who are pleaſed to honour 
him with their encouragement to proceed, 


are deſired, as ſoon as they can, with M 
poſſible 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


poſſible convenience, to ſend in only their 
names to the Bookſellers who publiſh his 
Sermon, that he may the better know what 
number to print off. It may be, poſſibly, 
ſome . inducement to encourage him, by 
aſſuring them, * That it has never yet come 
to His knowledge, that any other of this moſt 
admirable FATHER's works have ever been 
. tranſlated into our language, except his fix 
books ““ de Sacerdotio, or, concerning the 


Prieſthood.” g 


N. B. The 2d and 3d will be ready for 
the public on the Saturday before Paſſion- 
week, and the 4th, 5th, and 6th. on the 
Saturday before Aſcenſion. day. 3 


February 1775. 


